T

PoskaecTBeHCKOE ImocAaHHUE

ITpeocssiiyenHoro Apxmuenmckona Maapuona,
Cwnaneiickoro n Ascrpasniicko-Hososearanackoro

25 dex./ 7anb. 2006/ 7 z.

" U160 Hovire podurcs Bam 6 20pode Aabudobom
Cnacumean, Komopwoui ecmo Xpucmoc I'ocnodv”

(Ayx.2,11)

Bosarobaennwvte o T'ocnode Kaup u Ilacmba
Ab6cmparuiicko-HoBoserandcxoii Enapxuu!

Bexammn, ns-3a Hemocaymanms boskmen 3amoBeAm m IIOTEPU PanicKOTO
0Aa>KeHCTBA, YEAOBEYECTBO TOMMAOCH B 3EMHOW FOAOAM, B COCTOSIHMM HEBEACHMS,
IPEXOBHOTO IIACHEHMST M OTYASIHMS, 6€3 AYXOBHOTO CTEPSKHSI, M TOABKO § HEMHOIMX
TEIAMAACh HaAEXKAA Ha npuinectsme obemannoro borom ITomaszannuxa,
Mcxynmreass mupa.

Koraa mcmoaHMAOCH Bpems, OUPEACACHHOE IIPEeABEYHBIM Doskmumm
[Ipomprcaom, "CAOBO €TaAO IAOTHIO M OOUTAAO C HAMWM, ITOAHOE Oaaropatn m
mnctuuel”" (Moan. 1, 14). CaoBom 6514 Cam bor (Moan. 1, 1), Ceia boskuii, Bropoe
Ano ITpecsaron Tponisr

Coir Boskuit poamacst ot Aesst Mapun n Cesitoro Ayxa (Ayk. 1, 35) m craa
BO BCEM KaK MBI, KPOME I'Pexa, OCTaBasCh OAHOBpeMeHHO borom. Xpmcroc He Obia
IIPOCTHIM YEAOBEKOM, B KOTOpOro Bceamacst Cpia boskmii, mmest, Takmm obpaszom,
ABE AMUHOCTM, KaK KOTAQ-TO HedecTuBO yuma Hectopmii, Askeyuamreab 5-ro Bexa.
[Ipeaseuno poskpennsiin ot Ortya, Ceia boskmii poamacst Bo Bpemenn oT Aesbl
Mapwun, IpuHSIA OT He€ YEeAOBEYECKYIO IIAOTh M IIPUPOAY M cTas boroueaoBexom.

AOCTOVIHO M ITPaBUABHO IO3TOMY HasbBaTh [Ipeuncryio Aesy Mapuio
"Boropopnuero,” T.e. TOM, KoTopast poanaa bora, kax moatsepanan Cs. Otier 3-ro
Bceaenckoro Cobopa, 1 Kak mpeskAe BockamMkHyaa Eamsasera, matp cB. MoanHa
[IpeaTeun, yBUAEB CBOIO POACTBeHHMLY Mapwmio m mcroanmsimch Cearoro Ayxa:
"OrKypAa 310 MHE, uTo ipuinaa Mareps F'ocriopa moero ko mue?" (Ayk. 1, 43).

Nrax, Xpucroc, "cymmii Hap Bcem bor, 6aarocaosennsii 8o Bekn" (Pum. 9,
5), "aaan Cebst 3a Hac, 4TO6bI M36aBUTH HAC OT BCSIKOTO OE33aKOHMS M OYUCTUTH
Cebe Hapop 0cobeHHBIN, PeBHOCTHBIN K A0OPBIM Aeaam” (Tut. 2, 14). I'lo
COBEPIICHUNU XPUCTOM UCKYIIACHMUS POAA YEAOBEYECKOTO Yepe3 CTPAAAHMUS U
pacatne Ha Kpecte, "bor Bockpecna 'ocioaa, Bockpecnt 1 Hac cnaoro Cpoero,”
rosopuT cB. artoctoa [lasea (1 Kop. 6, 14). D10 m Hatre TBepaOe yrroBaHMe.



Man, xax 3amegaer cB. Mpunen Awmoncxun: "Eannopopnoe Caoso
coeanHMAOCH co CBOMM cospanmem 110 Boae Ota n cpeaansocs 1aoTho, (OHO) 1
ects mMmeHHO Mucyc Xpucroc I'ocmoas mamr, Kotopsin m mocrpasas 3a Hac u
BOCKPEC PaAM HAC W OILSITh MMEeT IPUNTH BO caaBe OTya, YTOOBI BOCKPECUTH
BCSIKYIO ITAOTH M SIBUTH BCEM CIIaceHume."

Bosuecsicy Ha Hebo, CriacmTeap He ocTaBma HAC CUPOTAMU B 3TOM MUPE, HO
oberjaa Bcerpa HEOTCTYITHO IIPEeOBIBATh BMECTE CO BCEMW, BEPYIOIIMMI BO CBSITOE
mms Ero: "M ce, fI ¢ Bamn Bo Bce AHM A0 ckOHIaHMS Beka. Amuubp" (Matd. 28, 20).

On ocuoBaa lLlepxospr Csoio, xortopas "ects Teao Ero, moanora
Harmoanstrorgero scé Bo Becem” (Edec. 1, 23). Crsaras Llepkoss, raaBa KOTOpOW eCTh
Cam XpucToc 1 KoTopast PyKOBOACTBYETCS 1 ITnTaeTcs baaropatsio Cesroro Ayxa,
BO BCE BEKa CTOUT HE3BIOAEMO M HEIIOKOACOMMO, HECMOTPSI Ha BCE HAITAAKU U
AIOTBIE ITPeCACAOBAHMS €€, 10 oberannio Hamrero Cracureast: "SI cozpam Llepkoss
Moro, 1 Bpara apa He oponetor e€” (Mard. 16, 18).

[JepkoBp XprcToBa - Hall KOBYET, B KOTOPOM MBI CIIACAEMCS, TIOAB3YSIChH
oOmabpHBIMM OaaropaTHbIMK papamu Cesroro Ayxa.

Kaxk 3ameuyareapno mmmer o 3HadeHmun Cs. Llepksm Aas Hac
cBsargeHHOMy9eHNK Knmpnan Kapdarenckmit: "OT Hee posKAAEMCS MBI, ITMTACMCS
€€ MAEKOM, oAaymieBasieMcs eé ayxom. Hesecra Xpucrosa mckaskeHa ObITh He
MOSKET: OHA YUCTA W HEPACTACHHA, 3HAET OAMH AOM W LJEAOMYAPEHHO XPaHUT
CBSITOCTH eAmnHOTrO Aoxka. OHa 6aropeT Hac AAsl bora, yrotoBasieT AAsl JapcTsa
POSKACHHBIX e10. Besxk, ortaeasrorguiics ot Llepksu, mpucoeanHseTcs K >KeHe-
npearoboperige n AesaeTcsl Yy>KABIM obertoBanmmM LlepkBu; ocTaBASIIOIINUIA
[JepxroBp XpucTosy anmaer cebst Harpas, IPeAOIIPEACACHHBIX XPUCTOM: OH AASI
Hee 4ysKA, HeroTpebew, spar e€. Tor He mosker yske mmers Orgom bora, kTo He
mnmeet marepsio Llepross. Haxoasmurics Bue Llepksm mor 651 crracTmch TOABKO B
TOM CAyYae, ecAm ObI craccst KTOo-AM00 M3 HaXOAMBINMXCS BHe Kosuera Hoesa."

Kax Ba>KHO CEroAHsI M HEOOXOAMMO BCEM HAM YCBOUTH CMBICA ITUX CAOB
cearoro Orga epxkem Kunpmawma! WM6o kak crpamHo okasarhcs BHe
cnacuTeAbHBIX mTpeaeros Eamnnon Cesaront, Cobopuont n Anocroasckon Llepksn
Xpucrosont! Ilpebyaem B eanucte co Cs. LleproBbio 1 €€ CBsIIJeHHOHAYAAMEM,
IIOTOMY 4TO OBITH B eAnHEHUN ¢ []epKoBbIo, 3HaUNUT OBITH B €AMHEHMN CO XPUCTOM.

Aoporne o I'ocrioae oTIBI, OPaThs M CECTPBI, BCEM CEPALIEM PAAVIOCh BMECTE
¢ Bamn Poskatemycst ['ociopay Hamemy. B 310 cAOSKHOE AASL BCeX HAC BPEMST MBI
0COOEHHO HY’KAAeMCSI B IOKAsIHUMU, CMUPEHHOMYAPUM, B3AMMHOM AIOOBU 1
MOAWUTBE APVT 3a APyra M CIAOYeHHOCTM BO Mctuue Bokpyr Llepksm n eé
eIIMCKOIIaTA.

[TycTh IPSIAYIONIA TOA IIPUHECET HAM MUDP, PAAOCTD, OAATOIIOAYYME U, TAABHOE,
B3anmonionmnmanme. Beab mor Bce aetn Ortya mHamero Hebecnoro, a Orery Hamr
Hebecupm mycts OyACT MMAOCTUBBIM KO BCemM Ham!

C a10606v10 0 Xpucme, nac padu Podubuemcs 6 Bupreemcxoil newepe,

Cupnericknin n Ascrpasniicko-HoBoseranackmit
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Christmas Epistle

of His Grace, Archbishop Hilarion
of Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Nativity of Christ 2006/7

"For there is born to you this day in the city
of David a Saviour, Who is Christ the Lord "
(Luke 2:11).

Beloved in the Lord, Clergy and Faithful
of the Australian and New Zealand Diocese!

For ages, because of disobedience to God's commandment and the loss of
the blessedness of Paradise, humanity languished in the vale of tears in a state of
ignorance, sinful captivity and despair, without a spiritual foundation, and only a
very few maintained hope in the coming of the Divinely-promised Anointed One,
the Redeemer of the world.

When the time appointed by the pre-eternal Providence of God was ful-
filled, "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.. full of grace and truth"
(John 1:14), the Word being God Himself ( John 1:1), the Son of God, the Second
Person of the Most Holy Trinity.

The Son of God was born of the Virgin Mary and the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35)
and was in all things like us, except for sin, at the same time remaining God. Christ
was not an ordinary man in whom God's Son came to dwell, constituting, in this
way, two persons, as Nestorius, a false teacher of the 5th century, once taught in
an ungodly manner. The Son of God, having been pre-eternally born of the Fa-
ther, was born in time from the Virgin Mary, receiving human flesh and nature
from her and becoming the God-Man.

It is meet and right, therefore, to call the Most Pure Virgin Mary the
"Birthgiver of God," or "Theotokos," as the Holy Fathers of the Third Ecumenical
Council confirmed and as Elisabeth, the Mother of St John the Baptist, exclaimed,
greeting her relative Mary while being filled with the Holy Spirit: "But why is this
granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" (Luke 1:43).

Thus Christ, "Who is over all, the eternally blessed God" (Rom. 9:5), "gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works" (Titus 2:14). After Christ
accomplished the redemption of the human race through His sufferings and cru-
cifixion on the Cross, "God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by
His power," says the holy Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 6:14). This is also our abiding hope.



St Irenaeus of Lyons comments: "The Only-begotten Word was united with
His creation by the will of the Father and became flesh, and (the Word) is namely
Jesus Christ our Lord, Who suffered for us and arose for our sake and will come
again in the glory of the Father, in order to resurrect all flesh and grant salvation
to all."

Ascending to Heaven, the Saviour did not leave us as orphans in this world,
but promised to abide unfailingly with4 us who believe in His holy name: "And
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen" (Matt. 28:20).

He founded His Church, which "is His body, the fullness of Him Who fills
all in all" (Eph. 1:23). This Holy Church, the Head of which is Christ Himself and
which is guided and nourished by the grace of the Holy Spirit, stands throughout
all ages unshaken and steadfast, despite the many attacks and fierce persecutions
against it, as our Saviour promised: "I will build My Church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18).

The Church of Christ is the Ark in which we are saved, utilising the abun-
dant grace-filled gifts of the Holy Spirit.

How remarkably St Cyprian of Carthage writes concerning the significance
for us of the Holy Church: "By her womb we are born; by her milk we are nour-
ished; by her spirit we are animated. The spouse of Christ cannot be defiled; she is
uncorrupted and chaste. She knows one home, with chaste modesty she guards
the sanctity of one couch. She keeps us for God; she assigns the children whom
she has created to the kingdom. Whoever is separated from the Church and is
joined with an adulteress is separated from the promises of the Church, nor will
he who has abandoned the Church arrive at the rewards of Christ. He is a stranger;
he is profane; he is an enemy. He cannot have God as a father who does not have
the Church as a mother. If whoever was outside the ark of Noah was able to es-
cape, he too who is outside the Church escapes.”

How important and necessary is it for us today to appreciate the significance
of these words of the holy Church father Cyprian! For how terrible it would be to
find oneself outside the bounds of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church
of Christ! Let us always remain in unity with the Holy Church and its spiritual
leaders, because to be in unity with the Church means to be one with Christ.

Dear fathers, brothers and sisters in the Lord, I wholeheartedly rejoice with
you in our Lord Who is born today. During these complex times in which we are
living we especially have need of repentance, wisdom in humility, mutual love
and prayer for one another, and solidarity in Truth with the Church and its epis-
copate.

May the coming year bring us peace, joy, well-being and especially mutual
understanding. As we are all children of our Father Who is in Heaven, may our
Heavenly Father be merciful to us all!

With love in Christ, Who for our sake was born in a cave in Bethlehem,

+ Archbishop Hilarion of Sydney,
Australia & New Zealand



